
Band Grade 6 Proficiency Scales 

Q1 Novice Approaching Proficient Advanced 
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 Is working towards being 
able to explain how a 
provided musical work 
connects to specific 
interests or experiences. 

Explains how a provided 
musical works connects to 
specific interests or 
experiences. 

Selects a musical work and thinks 
critically to explain how it 
connects to specific interests 
and/or experiences [Re7.1].  

Selects a variety of musical works 
and thinks critically to explain 
how they connect to specific 
interests and/or experiences. 

C
o

n
n
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Identifies how interests, 
knowledge, and/or skills 
relate to personal 
preferences in regards to 
music. 

Identifies how interests, 
knowledge, and/or skills 
relate to personal choices OR 
intent when creating, 
performing, OR responding to 
music. 

Reasons, summarizes, OR 

interprets how interests, 

knowledge, and skills relate to 

personal choices and intent when 

creating, performing, and 

responding to music [Cn.10.1] 

[Cn.11.1]. 

Reasons, summarizes, AND 
interprets how interests, 
knowledge, and skills relate to 
personal choices and intent when 
creating, performing, and 
responding to music. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Q2 Novice Approaching Proficient Advanced 
C
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Collaborates as a large or 
small group to perform 
music and is working 
towards being able to apply 
established criteria to self-
assess and reflect on 
performance preparation 
process. 

Explains how the structure 
and elements of music are 
used in music selected for 
performance [Pr4.2.a], OR 
reads and identifies musical 
elements by name or function 
[Pr4.2.b], OR demonstrates 
and/or explains how intent is 
conveyed through 
interpretive decisions and 
expressive qualities, OR 
applies established criteria to 
self-assess and reflect on 
performance preparation 
process,  OR collaborates as a 
large or small group to 
perform music for a specific 
purpose with technical 
accuracy, to convey the 
creator’s intent, AND/OR 
demonstrates refined 
performance decorum and 
audience etiquette. 

Explains how the structure and 
elements of music are used in 
music selected for performance 
[Pr4.2.a], reads and identifies 
musical elements by name or 
function [Pr4.2.b], demonstrates 
and/or explains how intent is 
conveyed through interpretive 
decisions and expressive 
qualities (such as dynamics and 
tempo) [Pr4.3], applies 
established criteria to self-
assess and reflect on 
performance preparation 
process (rehearse, refine, and 
determine when a piece is ready 
to perform) [Pr5.1], collaborates 
as a large or small group to 
perform music for a specific 
purpose with technical accuracy, 
to convey the creator’s intent 
[Pr6.1a], AND demonstrates 
refined performance decorum 
and audience etiquette [Pr6.1b]. 

Explains how the structure and 
elements of music are used in 
music selected for performance 
[Pr4.2.a], reads and identifies 
musical elements by name or 
function [Pr4.2.b], demonstrates 
and explains how intent is 
conveyed through interpretive 
decisions and expressive 
qualities for a variety of music, 
applies established  and/or self-
developed criteria to self-assess 
and reflect on performance 
preparation process, 
collaborates as a large or small 
group to perform music for a 
specific purpose with technical 
accuracy, to convey the 
creator’s intent AND 
demonstrates refined 
performance decorum and 
audience etiquette. 
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Has been exposed to 
elements of music and is 
working towards being able 
to evaluate musical works or 
performances [Re9.1]. 

Applies established criteria to 
evaluate musical works or 
performances AND/OR 
explains appropriateness to 
the context [Re9.1] OR 
references elements of music 
in response. 

Applies established criteria to 
evaluate musical works or 
performances and explains 
appropriateness to the context, 
citing evidence from the 
elements of music to support 
reasoning [Re9.1]. 

Applies established OR self-
created criteria to evaluate 
musical works and/or 
performances and explains 
appropriateness to the context, 
citing evidence from the 
elements of music to support 
reasoning [Re9.1]. 
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Q3 Novice Approaching Proficient Advanced 
C

re
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Has experienced music that 
uses AB and ABA form and 
is working towards 
improvising using AB and 
ABA forms and 
constructing personal 
musical ideas that 
demonstrate an effective 
beginning, middle, and 
ending. 

Improvises using AB and ABA 
forms OR selects, organizes, 
and constructs personal 
musical ideas that 
demonstrate an effective 
beginning, middle, and ending 
OR convey expressive intent 
AND documents personal 
ideas.  

Improvises rhythmic, melodic, 

and harmonic phrases within AB 

and ABA forms that convey 

expressive intent [Cr1.1], 

selects, organizes, and 

constructs personal musical 

ideas within AB or ABA form 

that demonstrate an effective 

beginning, middle, and ending, 

and convey expressive intent 

[Cr2.1a], AND documents 

personal rhythmic and melodic 

phrases, using standard and/or 

iconic notation and/or 

audio/video recording [Cr2.1b]. 

Improvises rhythmic, melodic, 
and harmonic phrases within AB 
and ABA forms that convey 
expressive intent, and 
demonstrate creativity;  selects, 
organizes, and constructs a 
variety of personal musical ideas 
within AB or ABA form that 
demonstrate an effective 
beginning, middle, and ending, 
and convey expressive intent; 
AND documents personal 
rhythmic and melodic phrases, 
using standard and/or iconic 
notation and/or audio/video 
recording. 
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Reads or identifies musical 
elements by name or 
function and is working 
towards identifying reasons 
music is selected for 
performances to fit a 
specific purpose or context.  

Applies established criteria 
for reflecting on and selecting 
music to perform for a 
specific purpose and/or 
context OR  demonstrates  
explains how the structure 
and elements of music are 
used in music selected for 
performance, AND/OR reads 
and identifies musical 
elements by name or 
function, OR  identifies how 
cultural and historical context 
inform performances. 

Applies established criteria for 

reflecting on and selecting 

music to perform for a specific 

purpose and/or context [Pr4.1], 

demonstrates and explains how 

the structure and elements of 

music are used in music selected 

for performance [Pr4.2.a], reads 

and identifies musical elements 

by name or function[Pr4.2.b], 

AND identifies how cultural and 

historical context inform 

performances [Pr4.2.c]. 

Applies established or self-
created criteria for reflecting on 
and selecting music to perform 
for a specific purpose and/or 
context, demonstrates and 
explains or provides evidence of 
how the structure and elements 
of music are used in music 
selected for performances; 
reads and identifies musical 
elements by name or function, 
AND can provide examples of 
how cultural and historical 
context inform performances. 
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Identifies the elements of 

music and expressive 

qualities and is working 

towards being able to 

relate them to the 

structure of musical works 

and to be able describe 

how the application of the 

elements of music and 

expressive qualities convey 

expressive intent. 

Communicates how the 

elements of music and 

expressive qualities relate to 

the structure of the pieces, 

OR identifies the context of 

music from a genre, culture, 

OR historical period, OR 

describes how the elements 

of music and expressive 

qualities can be used convey 

expressive intent. 

Analyzes and communicates 

how the elements of music and 

expressive qualities relate to the 

structure of the pieces [Re7.2.a], 

identifies the context of music 

from a variety of genres, 

cultures, and historical periods 

[Re7.2.b], AND describes a 

personal interpretation of how 

creators’ and performers’ 

application of the elements of 

music and expressive qualities 

convey expressive intent 

[Re.8.1]. 

Analyzes and communicates 

how the elements of music and 

expressive qualities relate to the 

structure of the pieces, 

identifies the and describes 

context of music from a variety 

of genres, cultures, and 

historical periods, AND 

communicates a personal 

interpretation of how creators’ 

and performers’ application of 

the elements of music and 

expressive qualities convey 

expressive intent, sharing their 

reasoning for their 

interpretation. 
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Has been exposed to and is 
working towards 
incorporating traditional  
or emerging technologies 
to create, perform, or 
respond to music.   

Incorporates traditional or 
emerging technologies to 
create, perform, and/or 
respond to music OR explains 
how the arts reflect cultural 
trends and historical events 
across the world. 

Incorporates traditional and 

emerging technologies to 

create, perform, and respond to 

music [Cn. 10.2] AND explains 

how the arts reflect cultural 

trends and historical events 

across the world [Cn11.2]. 

Incorporates traditional and 
emerging technologies to 
create, perform, and respond to 
music in a creative and/or 
reflective way AND 
communicates how the arts 
reflect cultural trends and 
historical events across the 
world, supporting explanation 
with examples. 

 



 

Q4 Novice Approaching Proficient Advanced 

C
re

at
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Creates musical ideas and 

is working towards using 

provided criteria to make 

basic revisions to personal 

music. 

Applies provided criteria to 

make basic revisions to 

personal music. 

Evaluates, refines, and 

documents revisions to personal 

music, applying student-

developed criteria [Cr3.1]. 

Evaluates, refines, and 

documents revisions to personal 

music, applying student-

developed criteria and explains 

reasons for revisions. 
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Identifies interpretive 
decisions and expressive 
qualities and is working 
towards explaining how 
intent is conveyed through 
these decisions and 
qualities. Is working 
towards collaborating as a 
large or small group. Is 
working towards being able 
to demonstrate 
appropriate performance 
decorum and audience 
etiquette. 

Demonstrates or explains 
how intent is conveyed 
through interpretive decisions 
and expressive qualities, 
AND/OR reflects with support 
on performance preparation 
process AND/OR performs 
music, collaborating as a large 
or small group AND/OR 
demonstrates appropriate 
performance decorum and 
audience etiquette. 

Applies established criteria for 

selecting music to perform for a 

specific purpose and/or context 

[Pr4.1], demonstrates and 

explains how intent is conveyed 

through interpretive decisions 

and expressive qualities [Pr4.3], 

applies established criteria to 

self-assess and reflect on 

performance preparation 

process (rehearse, refine, and 

determine when a piece is ready 

to perform) [Pr5.1] AND 

performs music, collaborating as 

a large or small group, for a 

specific purpose with technical 

accuracy to convey the creator’s 

intent, demonstrating refined 

performance decorum and 

audience etiquette appropriate 

for context, venue, genre, and 

style. [Pr6.1a, Pr61.b]. 

Applies established and/or self-
developed criteria for selecting 
music to perform for a specific 
purpose and/or context, 
demonstrates and explains with 
evidence to support reasoning, 
how intent is conveyed through 
interpretive decisions and 
expressive qualities, applies 
established criteria to self-
assess and reflect on 
performance preparation 
process (rehearse, refine, and 
determine when a piece is ready 
to perform) AND performs 
music, collaborating as a large 
or small group, for a specific 
purpose with technical accuracy 
to convey the creator’s intent, 
demonstrating refined 
performance decorum and 
audience etiquette appropriate 
for context, venue, genre, and 
style. 
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Has been involved in 
conversations and 
discussions focusing on 
appropriateness of musical 
works of performances to a 
specific context,and is 
working towards being able 
draft personal 
explanations. 

Discusses musical works or 
performances, focusing on 
appropriateness to the 
context. 

Applies established criteria to 

evaluate musical works or 

performances and engages in 

discussion to explain 

appropriateness to the context, 

citing evidence from the 

elements of music [Re9.1]. 

Applies established and/or self-
created criteria to evaluate 
musical works or performances 
and engages in discussion to 
explain appropriateness to the 
context, citing a variety of 
evidence from the elements of 
music. 

C
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Has been exposed to 

careers in and related to 

the arts and is working 

towards identifying ways 

technology is used in the 

development of music or 

performance. 

 

Identifies ways technology is 

used in the development of 

music or performance 

AND/OR explores careers in 

and related to the arts. 

 

Reasons, summarizes, or 

interprets how technology 

impacts the development of 

music or performance [Cn10.3] 

AND explores careers in and 

related to the arts [Cn11.3]. 

Reasons, summarizes, or 

interprets how technology 

impacts the development of 

music or performance and 

provides specific examples of 

incorporation of technology into 

creation, production, or 

performance AND explores 

careers in and related to the 

arts. 

 


